New York State School Counselor Association
GOVERNING POLICIES

NOMINATIONS & ELECTIONSPOLICIES

Articlel: Eligibility for Office
Members seeking nomination for a NYSSCA office khmaet the following specifications:

a. Nominees must be members of NYSSCA, as statectiBytaws, Article Il, and

Operational Parameters, Article I, Section A of NBGA policies.

Nominees for level vice presidents shall be emplag® school counseling professionals
at the work setting level for which they are segkhiffice.

Nominees for regional governors must be employea shool counseling professional
in the geographic region for which they are seekifige or be a retired school
counselor residing within that region.

Nominees for president-elect and president-elesttehust be employed as a
professional school counselor, director of guidéstaeent services, counselor educator
or a comparable position in the school counseliodgssion as determined by the
NYSSCA Board.

Articlell: Nominationsand Elections Process
The Governing Board shall maintain direction of M@minations and Elections process. The
immediate Past-President shall chair the Nominatad Elections committee.

a.

e.

f.

The committee chair solicits nominations, distrésuhominations packets, and collects
those packets by March 1 of each year.

Individuals interested in seeking office shall suttmomination packets.

The Nominations and Elections Committee reviewsptekets and submits a list of
individuals who meet the requirements for eligtlilio the Governing Board.

The chair distributes ballots to all NYSSCA memMU®ysnail or by electronic ballot no
later than March 20. Ballots (mail or electroracg due by April 15 of each year.

Votes are cast by mail ballot or electronic ballot.

New Board members are selected by simple majority.

NYSSCA Nominations & Elections Policies
Approved February 2005
Amended March 21, 2009, May 16, 2009



g. The chair shall inform the current Governing Boandl all candidate of election results
no later than April 21 of each year.

h. The chair shall ensure the general membershigasnmed of election results by June 1
of each year.

Articlelll: Campaign Policies
To maintain a healthy professional environment, gaigning shall be kept to a minimum and in
accord with the following policy:
The goal of the campaign policies is to:
» generate member interest in submitting candidatkeis,
* permit creativity in campaigning,
» ensure a fair election for all candidates, and
* increase membership votes in the election.
The Association shall not contribute, budget, mprapriate organizational funds for support of
any candidates for NYSSCA office.
a. NYSSCA involvement in campaigns shall be limitedte following:
1. written candidacy information shall accompany taédb.
b. Candidate involvement in campaigns shall be limttethe following:
1. Candidates shall not accept campaign funds or atimapaign support, including
in-kind support, from associations, divisions, o, schools, commercial firms,

corporations, or foundations.

2. Candidates shall not use NYSSCA resources suclebsies, listserves, logos,
equipment, or supplies to solicit votes or support.

3. Candidates may produce and distribute pins, fllenschures, and other materials
at their own expense.

ArticlelV: Ballot Policies
The order of the candidates’ names for all pos#tion the ballot shall be determined by lot. The
Nominations and Elections Chair shall choose the lo
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ArticleV: Violations of Policies

Violation of the Nominations and Elections Policgtsll subject candidates to possible
invalidation of their eligibility as candidates.uthority to withdraw the said candidate rests with
the Nominations and Elections Committee with redifion by the Governing Board.

a. The Nominations and Elections Committee shall nmfakemmendations to the NYSSCA
Governing Board regarding violations of Nominati@msl Elections policies. The
decision of the Governing Board shall be final.

b. A nominee or candidate charged with violating ttéS$CA Nominations and Elections
Procedures shall be given notice via certified rahthe precise nature of the charge by
the Nominations and Election Chair within 14 daf/seceipt of the charge.

c. The Nominations and Elections Committee may re\aew charges made by a nominee
or candidate against another nominee or candidatecharges made over the signature
of five members in good standing and any electidiviies that the Nominations and
Elections Committee believes may not be in accatd the Election Policies.

d. A nominee or candidate charged with a violationldegiven the opportunity to present
written evidence to defend the charge(s). The Mations and Elections Chair must
receive this evidence via certified mail within feaen (14) calendar days after
notification of charges.

e. A nominee or candidate charged with violating trerihations and Election Policies
shall be given the opportunity to present evidaheeugh witnesses or otherwise, shall
be given the opportunity to question witnessed] slage the right to appeal, and shall
have the right to a hearing before the GoverningrBo

f. If a nominee is disqualified prior to an electitile nominee for the same position with
the next highest vote total shall be added to #ilh If the candidate is disqualified
after an election, the candidate with the next ésglvote count shall be declared the
winner.

ArticleVI: Recount Petition

a. A recount of election results may be requested bylthe candidate involved in the
recount and must be in writing to the President.

b. The request for recount must be received by thsidRet via certified mail by 4:30 PM
EST, no later than fourteen (14) calendar days afigfication of results.
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c. Costs of the recount that changes the electioritsasufavor of the petitioner shall be
paid by NYSSCA. The petitioner shall pay costa oécount that does not change the
election result in favor of the petitioner.

d. Observers are permitted to watch, but not partieipg a petition recount. Observers are
designated by the petitioner and provided at thitiqueer's expense.

e. Inthe case of an approved recount, the resuliseofecount shall be the final result and
no further count shall be undertaken.
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NYSSCA Nomination and Election Chart
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